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Total Taxpayer Cost Per Student, 2020-21

Some will tell you the shorter bars are the fiscal problem
Source: dced.pa.gov and education.pa.gov

$19,717

$2,599 $2,554

Public Schools OSTC EITC



Claim: We Cannot Let Parents Have Choice
Because it Steals Money from Public Schools




* Public schools receive funding from federal, state, and local
taxpayers

* Pennsylvania public school districts retain most federal funds, most

state funds, and can choose to retain all local funds when the
experience net enrollment declines.
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Change in FTE Students, Staff, and Population
1993 tO 2022 (source: US Census Bureau and US Department of Education, NCES)
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$101,666

Real (inflation-adjusted) $71,763
Compensation Per FTE
Employee Increased 42%

in Pennsylvania Public
School Districts between

1994 and 2021

(Source US Census Bureau, FRED)

1994 2021




Unspent End-of-Year “Other” Fund Balances Per
Student in Pennsylvania Public School Districts

(Source: US Census Bureau & FRED; Notes: Unspent fund balances earmarked for capital or debt service are
excluded, and the 2007 figure is adjusted for inflation to 2020 dollars)

$5,214

$2,872

2007 2020



Effects of Choice Programs on
the Test Scores of Students
Who Remain in Public Schools

https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/123s-of-
School-Choice-WEB-07-10-23.pdf

26 studies find that there are modest positive effects

1 study finds no discernable effect


https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/123s-of-School-Choice-WEB-07-10-23.pdf
https://www.edchoice.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/07/123s-of-School-Choice-WEB-07-10-23.pdf

Greene & Winters (2006) Washington D.C. “
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